Between a Rock and a Hard Place: The Collective Good at a Time of Medical Narcissism.
Not a single day goes by without some news about personalized medicine, especially in its genomic context (precision medicine). In tandem with the scientific excitement, however, come the cautionary notes. These include worries about Big Brother surveillance, concerns about the impact of genomic results on the psychosocial well-being of patients and research subjects, and attention to issues of social and distributive justice. Personalised Medicine, Individual Choice and the Common Good, coedited by Britta van Beers, Sigrid Sterckx, and Donna Dickenson, falls squarely into this discourse with an aim to "fuel and stimulate the debate about personalised medicine and enable its participants to come to a more balanced understanding of the interests and values at stake." At its core, the book laments the shift from "We Medicine" to "Me Medicine," with ostensibly all authors highlighting that, on balance, the costs associated with "Me Medicine" far outweigh the benefits. This is both a strength and a weakness of the book.